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LOCH MORAR SURVEY

Including a summary of all sighting reports collected to date
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LOCH MORAR SURVEY
1971 REPORT

The Committee of the Loch Morar Survey have pleasure in presenting thesr report on the work of
the Survey in 1971,

The chief value of the 1971 Survey has been in the obtaining of further information of general interest
about the natural history of the area, together with additienal evidence tending to confirm previous reports
of the existence of a large unidentified species in the loch stself.  Full details are given in the body of this
report.

The sight new eyewitness accounts recorded (thres from earlier vears and five since the 1970 report
was published) add little new information; but Lord Glendevon's encounter is, as far as we know, unigue,
and Dr. Cooper’s sketch s alzo, as far as we know, unique in being the only painting actually dome by a
professional artist during a sighting.

A summary of all the evewitness evidence obtained to date, covering the period IBE7—I1971, is
contained in this report.

The 1971 operational resulis can only be described as disappointing, although volunieers worked
devotedly and one interesting visual sighting resulted. The commitiee acoept that after two unsuccessful
attempis io obiain photographic evidence it is necessary to reconsider the operational side of the Survey's
work. With weather and chance IPJ:lymg such @ prominent parf, and operating conditions so difficult, it is
questionable whether the outlay of 0 much time, effort, equipment and money on a pursly passive m:lJ'lu-d
of investigation i any longer justified,

More active means involving the use of underwater search techniques are therefore being considersd,
and it is hoped that these can be used together with supporting camera watch for a third and possibly final
attempt to zolve the problem mm 1972,

The financial statement shows that in 1971 the Survey received donations amounting to £351,33
compared with £20 from a single donor in 1970 This reflects the gradual building up of confidence in, and
support for, the work of the Survey, an encouraging development which is deeply appreciated. It is hoped
that the plans for 1972, which will be announced as soon as finalised, will justily the continvance of such
SLppeort.

The Commitiee wish to record their sincere thanks (o all who have helped the Loch Morar Survey
in 1971 in any way whatsoever.

Enquiries: Loch Morar Sarvey, 830 Palewell Park, Loodon, SW14 8JH (tel.: 01-376 7124),

1971 Committes: Meil Bass, PhD; David Connell, B.Se,; Alan Dance (Hos, Treanerer); Tim Dinsdale, A R A, Allan Frake,
B.5.0c; Peter Flswd, Ph.T; Graham Martin, B.Sc., Dip.Cons.; Elizabeth Montgomery Campbell, ML ; Ivor Mewhy; Philip
Pugh, Ph.Dy,; Patrick Smith, B.Sc.; David Solomon, Ph.O,

1971 Survey Members (July 1—Augast 20}z Jenny Allen, Holly Arnold, Roberl Badger, Dorodhea Baker, Rod Bell, Ronakd
Binns, B.A,, Jangt Bland, Cathering Bowman, B.5c, Alan Butteraorth, B, 5., Helen Dady, Diane Durham, B.5c., Peter Dyson,
B.5¢., E. Easten, Christine Elmer, 1. Hooker, Chrstine Hunter, P Jenking, Lan Johmson, BSc, Peler Lawrie, Christine Lock,
Peier Matthiessen, B.5c, Nigel Mill, Dick Raynor, Jane Thomas, Jean Whyte, B, A

1972 Commitdee : Holly Arneld; David Conmell, B.Se. ; Alan Dance (Fon. Treerurer); Tim Dinsdale, AR A8, Graham Martin,
B.Sec., Dnip.Cons. ;. Elizabeth Montgomery Campbell, BL1LL; Peter Mathiessen, B.Sc.: Dhick Haynos: Pairick Smith, BSc ;
Dravid Sodoman, Ph.D: Jean Whvie, BLAL

PUBLICATIONS

1970 Repart, A few mniu anly are availahle, to applicants with a special interest in this fedd. 1971 Report.  Copies
awailable from the Loch Morar Survey at 25p post free (LUK, onlv),  Owerssas enguirers will be charged postage
pro ratia.

The Search for Morag by Eliznbeth Montgomery Campbell and David Solomon, B.Se., Ph.D, with a foreword by
the BL Flen, Lord 'I'_lll:nd.ll'\-‘ﬂﬂ P.C. (Tom Stacey, April 19720 Price £1.90.  Full details of all sightings 1o date ane
included in the boak, Co may be ordered direct from the Survey at the above address for £2 to include posiage
and packing (cheques and PO pa:rabl: to Loch Morar Survey).

The cover deripr for thiv repont Kindly prepored and dosated by Mr, Roger Latham,
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Loch Ness Project Archive



BIOLOGICAL SECTION

The Biological Section was planned this year to complete a general survey of the loch and its environs,
and to a large extent this was done. Mo further work on phytoplankton was carried out, but otherwise
the findings of last year were confirmed, and much new information obtained,  The identification of some
of last year's samples is given here, as the indings were not available in time for the 1970 report,  Complete
lists of plant and animal species found so far by the Survey (with the exception of phytoplankton) are also
included.

Dwring the survey it was observed that sheep had been grazed on several of the wooded islands in
the loch.  As these islands are cut off from the mainland and represent one of the best surviving examples
in Scotland of the original Caledonian Forest, it i 1o be hoped that it will be possible to prevent further
grazing, which could well destroy the forest by preventing the growth of new trees.

FOOPLANKTON

Plankton hauls were again made in most regions of the loch. Mo attempts ot quantitative sampling
were possible,

Since the 1970 report was published some of the 1970 samples have been examined by Mr, W. Smyly
of the Freshwater Biological Association.  His findings are discussed below with this years results,

Copepods

In 1970 three species of unidentified cyclopids were found.  This vear only one species was caught,
which proved to be Cyclops stremas var, abyssorusn (Sars).  Three different coloured individuals were
found: black, red and almost colourless. It 1s possible that one of the other species previously reporied
was in fact one of these varieties, Mr, Smyly identified the above species and Cyelops fimbriatus from the
1970 samples,

The species of “unidentified” calanoid was again found and identified as Diaptomus gracilis. This
species wis récorded by Murray and Pullar (1910},

Cladocera

The most abundant cladoceran in the loch, recorded as Bosming coregoni in last year's survey, was
again found and identified further as being B. coregoni var. longisping (Leydig). This identification was
confirmed by Dr. I, P, Harding, Keeper of Zoology at the Matural History Muszeum,

Meither the cyprid species or Afora affinds, recorded last year, were found, but a new species,
Eurycercus Jamellaius, was found in small nembers near the W. end of the loch. Otherwise the species
compoesition corresponded with the 1970 catch.

Mr. Smyly also reported finding Aloropsis elongaia in the 1970 hauls.

Orthers

In 1970 some damaged specimens of o crostacean believed to be the rare Mysid Mysis relicia were
collected in a haul at the W, end of the loch. They were unfortunately disposed of before definitive
identification could be made. A special search was therefore made this year to obtain more specimens,
but none was seen at any time.  This species has not been recorded in Scotland.

Lastly, several species of mites were found in the plankton, and are awaiting identification.

FIsH

Routine samples were again collected from various parts of the loch, by both angling and long-lines.
No new specics were recorded but all those previously observed were found. Growth studies were again
made on a few species; trout, eels and stickleback.

The relationship between age (determined from the annual rings on the scales) and length of trout
in Loch Morar is shown on the accompanying graph.  The growth rate is farrly steady.  Also shown on
the graph are two lines A and B. These represent the growth of fish of the fastest (A) and slowest (B)
growing populations of trout found in a survey of northern Scottish loch trout by Campbell (I971).% The
growth rate of Morar trout appears (o be about average for lakes in the area.

The results for the growth of esls are not yet available.

The growth rate of the few sticklebacks collected, determined from the otoliths, small beny structures
in the ear, appears o be average for British waters.

Maost specimens of stickleback collected were heavily infested with the tapeworm Schistocephalus
sofidus. Few of the trout caught were carrying the tapeworm parasites from which the fish collected last
vear were often suffering.

= J. Fish Beol 3¢1) 1—28.
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Relationship belwien age and length of brown A
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represent the growth of the fastest growing and 10
slowest provwing populations recorded from the

Highlands by Campbell (19711,

A& = 1970 results. 20r
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STUDY OF THE BENTHIC FAUMA OF LOCH MORAR

Samples of material from the bottom of the loch were taken at various depths using & dredge. Studies
of the loch bed in shallower areas and near the mouth of streams were concentrated on this year, but even
in these shallower areas the numbers of species and individuals were small,

The species found in 1970 were again seen to be the most abundant, though the Molluse population

seemed to be slightly incressed.  The observation was again made that the shells on these snails appeared
1o be very soft due to the virtual absence of calcium in the waters af the loch,

Core samples were taken from the loch bed ai a depih of 45 metres downwards. Thes: samples
are still being analvsed but it is not thought that any significant findings will result,

Sfﬂ'(".f-ﬁ' Sration
123|435 6|7
- Stations
Tubificidae indet, 3 1] ! 208 bottom sample between
; pier and islands (mud),
Hirudinae I T I—40 ft. bottom  sample
Cloisiphonia complanata 1 I 3 West of islands,
Haewiopsis sanguiiuga 1
1 Mear mouth of Allt an Loin.
Mollusca 1 Mud with small stones and
FPisidivm ;;’n’:-‘ur;: 20 1 weed.
Ancylus fuviarilis 1 1] 2 23
; | 4 West of mouth of Allt an
Lirnea pereger il 4| ¢ | L] e Loin.  Muod with stones
Trichopiera | and weed,
Setoddes argentipemetelfalarva(M 15| 8| 6 10| 8| 11| 2| 5 West of mouth of Allt an
Limnophilus favicornis lacva (7) I ! 2 Lom. Large stones,
Ephemeraplera " i f  Mear mouth of Allt an Loin.
I“:mp.h e 1 Large stones.
. T 4l ft, bottom sample between
Coleaspera I : ;
Agarbus consperus larva 71 4 2 picr and islands.
Hydracarina _
Limnrochares aguaricns i1 |
Limnesia fidlglda 1
Dviptera |
Tanypus larvae | 1 I bl
Chiromomus larva Lo

L]
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LIST OF ANIMAL SPECIES RECORDED IN THE MORAR CATCHMENT AREA

BY THE SURVEY

ANNELIDA Ardeiformes
]-I:IHML-:H iln:ﬂnﬂ “Heren Ariea cinerea
EETILEALY FOAAE TN TS
Grlasriphonia complansie
Erpobidella seasalls Anseriformes
*Eider Semaieria mollisrimg
*Red-breasted Merganser Merguws seeranes
*Laoosander M, maee gy
apiallard Anar platprkrachos
MOLLUSCA :
Amevlur Mipvicrilis Eﬂm Awwilla
it olden Eagle geaiita chryrasine
I n!J.l'FrE:I mﬂﬁﬂm' *Buzzard .H‘;:: Pevavo
. i Fercgring: « Fi pereerinm
ﬂmrﬁr:u{ TGS *Kestrel Fafco fimancuiis
¢ s her It e
tercatc . AT MY BT NS
Common Sandpiper Teimpa Aypoleucas
*Gireal Black-backed
ARTHROPONDA Crull Larrer aarings
Crusinren Lesser Black-backed
l Ciull L. fuscis
adooerd . - *Herring Gull L. argewiartus
m":m'm var. longipina *Common Gull L. cans
Ak i sbongata * Black-headed Gull L. riclibecis
.E_nr_l-mm: .I'mﬂ:ﬁthmr
alappedinm FTiv
Lepradiea .ﬁlfuf:.' Cojumiitor s vt preivemit
Podppiemur peaicule Woad Pigeon Car ma 13
Byrhatrephes danginans
Sirigiformes
Em&":‘_ﬂ var. ahys 8 *Tawny Owl Kirix alens
8ffﬂwﬁwfm
Do grociiis P i
1 in Swallow M rastica
: Sand Martin Ripariv riprin
Uﬁ'm'“ (Dragondlics) ::E.Tan:ﬂl I:I'_:t.u-rrr: COTEN .
Cor rfn.u prectla _ka Cromy f“rr":lmx i
 frrblegns
qurﬁﬂmr boaltomti * lackdaw . e
. *HAlue Tit Parux casrulens
Lepidoptera {Butterflies) * i
Pieris sp. (Small or green veined whife) .g?:el I:ru:m- 'E'{r.:’:zfﬂfm"-mm}
Erehin aethiops [b-mln:h Argus) “Wren Troglodyres tropiodyies
. Mesoacidalia agiaia (Dark green fritillary) *Dipper Pl
;—_.“i’""'”', iﬁﬁa’ﬁm th) *Song Thrush Turdus philvenelos
Mool Jresiing ['Hﬂ.dun{ brow) E-ﬂ?::' {E.rm"ﬂ: J——
Hippardria semele {Grayling) *Stomechat Saxicola fovquati
*Ruobin Erithocus rubecula
Willow Warbler Pitylereopor drockifus
*Dunneck mlilarls
* Meadow Pipit Anthws proventiy
L -
*Pie ngini e
%MTL ‘L:rﬁ_'r W&R[ill ML etiera
Calmian Salms s *Hiarling Kiarray valearts
Seqn frout Salmo srutt :Ch-i‘lﬁl'ld'l Fringifta cowlebs
oo frout frutfa ¥ellowhanmimer Enberiza cireimell
Char Sabvelimus afnims Reed Buntimg E. schoemicluy
Exl Argpaills gl *House sparrow Pxsser domesticuy
Minmow Phaxims pheinur *Reported by S Andrews Survey.
Theee spdived stickleback Gasteromiens eouleaiug
Amaphibla
Samotl newt Triturus vabzaris
Common [rog Fona temporarin
Com Miammelia
mon bond Comamon shresw Kiren areaeus
- ‘Witer shrew Nemmys focleny
Reptilin P . Rabhit O peralogus cunolics
Show worm wuis fragilis Wond mouse A gytuicus
Bank vale Clethriamenrys glireaie
Aves Field vols Microtur agresiis
Ciavliformes Fed deer Cirpvug elaplies
Thiver (Fgvia &, ST LG COW Fos fauras
*Thomestic sheep (his arfes
Pelecaniformes =*Ahhough not part of the natural fauna, undoubetedly
*Cormorant of Shag Phalgeroceray sp, affect the ecology of the arca.
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LIST OF PLANT SPECIES RECORDED IN THE MORAR CATCHMENT AREA BY THE SLURVEY

Family Latin “ami Civmmmon Mame Hog | Bracken Woads | Ceher areas
Rl ot Nymphoea @fha I White Water:Lily Loszhan
Polvemlacnas Palygala serplifodia Thyme-leaved Milkwort
v perbmcede Fapeeivees Telraglenam Sgquarc-stalkal 5 Jaha™s Wt
Ehvalidacone (hxaits acetoselio Waod Sorrel
Rasacear Fatemtila erecia | Common Tormendtil
Rubies fratienir Blackberrs
Sorfwr mrcuparir Ravwan
Crasmilmonee Soclum anglicum English Stonecrop Rocks in estunry
Fraseracvay Arnsvra aeglive Cireat Surslew
N, rofaslifalin Common Sundew
Araftrcese Medberr helix Ivy +
Caprifofiaoras Lonieera periclymsenum Honeysuckle =
Rubigeeme il Ll Hesth Bedsrraw -
Falerianaceme Faeriowe officinaiis Marsh Valerian Beside burn
Lobeliaeeae Latrefia dortmanng Water Lobelia Loschan
Erivacvas Catleea Tuleares Ling
Eriva dedrmix Crass-leavad Hesth
Facciwium myrtifs Bilberry
Pt wgceae At rir marlioa Thrifit Hillsade
Seeaphulariecea: Diginalis peorpured Fongloe
Melanrpyem praiense Camman Cow Wheal
Pralivadarus patherirls Fed Ratile Hillside hog
Lovrdbalarimenge Pirgakila waitawivg Pale Butierwor -
PP rulparie Camman Ballerwaat -
Latimlar Scureiaria gelericwlan Skullcap Shore of estuary
M yricaceme M peive gl Hog Mymile }
Btulgren Bt pevidka Birch + - -
Finprmresme Elmrm: Pl Seaile Oak -
Smiiorcere WL sp. Willaws !
Erretidhaevar Llprrjm*.l.u AHOrEkang Henth-spaited Crehid }
Lilipreny Endymifesy now-seripfas Blustedl -
Nartbecinm assifragime Bog Asphadel
Potamage howecvas Popanivegee tow pewlpgoadfolig Hogg Pondwesd | Baurm
Ciperardar e fapiririen cogeesd i odism Canrumai Codron Girass
rimminarcar ARreEiis femels Coammean Bl
Deselampsia caesmiioag Tufted Hair Grass i
Festung tenwifilia Fine-leavesd] Sheeps Peias :
Melion uniflora Wood Mellick
Malinhg casrawlea Purple Maoor Grass !
Foe i Annizkl Meadow Cirass
F. memormlix Woaod Mesdow Grass |
|
Tele |
Soull Limg Cnlour eangy Lach Weather Time Mk Seen
Fead Peerk Hismm Lamgih Sl Fram
1367 James MacDiosald 1 1 _ijn!ml — Jammry Boar
Cate 15 0K Feapk™ T T or 33 Diusk Lared
1A% W, Brinckma il I - Tk i Tt
Enrly 30 Whitor 4 N 0 Fmny Ty Late Gummer | Land
i 3 “TRod and line Iakm) T AT Septenils Toat
1934  Charks MacDonald & HL:}.J:&: 1 sk Ay, | Flat ealm 45 pm. March Boat
[ THE Ko Gilles and T o
Koel O Thonrell T ki _:OH, - Rlss:k § mile Flat ealm hnrl: Dk July Bt
T A T & I Bk 1 mike B Taad
to Duncan MiDonell ¥ Hnakelike 3 B
1980 Mrs. Parks 10 : i TEIA T, “Ripgle | Tenny Ty Land
[ T05F_ Dor, Caper T 1 3120 | Gimy-black | Miyds. | Wipole | Senny Momi Sepiomber | Land
| e Saes 12 | 4 | Oresqpbeown | imik | Rigple | Swmy | riis July Land
- - L L mi ny LF aum uly
T TWE Mir, and M Paimon 13 E] 040 i THrivgrey A vds Flai calm | &unny T pori. Wy Tand
I'%d William Fosheringham & | [
der 14 | 1 end onj Hlack 00 wds Flai calm | Bunny X3 pan Auogud Land
I8 0o Cape. and ] EX 1
Irs e Wlcicall 15 |\'.urdemmlrmhu] Wellowish-grey 5041 wids | | Lasd
I John MacVarish £4] Flat, | N |
Snakelike 560 | Wary dark 500 gl s _Flot calm | Sunny IDam. | Awgus Boal
TR Bokert Dull K Snakelike Pt e | 3T Girey-brown 16 4. Flat calm | Sanny | Huly el
195 Berte Maclaan IE Temuleraler shard) Tirceny HITL. Flat clin | Sdnny T Tulr Bl
T Tams Hassslly I Lews than |
wred John MecVansh |19 L] L. Light Erdras 500 s, Flat calin | Susiny MiHin A il
%% Duncan ROl
and WilllamSimpson 20 | Snakellke | Mol sean 3 15300 | Dinty Beown Alongside | Flal calm | Sunny Duek | At Bl
1w Tohin Clerment ki RO |
mred Mrs. Parks 21 vl dig I ba e 1 mik Flat calmi Dy Aiigii L
1930 S Farks 1z F | s Tlak T mik Flat calm A Fehmary Land
" T0M Mr, and M T, E 1. 2F — [waka) - mﬂl. Flat ealm | Senny 745 a.m. [ZIT] Land
T0F_ Or, Baws and cabers 20 - [ Hack O wds. Clowdy Tpm. | July Land
1930 Mr. aad Mra Makodms | Twaler dalusk I ta 1 mike Hipelc e E il am, Jubr Land
[ [P0 Akin Buerwaeth I | 13, Dark 1§ miles | Plal calm | Senny | Dl10am. | Awvgust Land
1M John MacWansh 27 Iwater Asturbanced 30 ik, Flat calm | Senny Fpm. | At Foat
I Charles Fahbome
and lan Michell 28 3 ~Largs™ Black 30.50 wds, | Flat calm | Sunny Diek September Boal
1M Angus Cameren Il 20 1 andon) | Brouwn Oreer 1| mile | Flat calm Day Mavember Lasd
19M1  Threa schon khiddren 30 - 2 - - § mile (=" | Dink [ December Tl
Bare
1971 The Giillies family 31 gl_inp.luur:nhk 1 Zard 3 Black i milke Flat calm | Sueny 11 fum Mupil Ll
1971 Gween MacDonald | 3% - Twalke) 2 LTI N Twlm | Cloody T pm. Ang Tand
[ T M= Fohnsos and
Rorald Binns L] Cwake) 10 ke Flat calm | Cloudy L1145 pum. EATETH Bt
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OPERATIONAL SECTION

Three camera sites were maintained during the Survey, in similar positions to those set up in 19700
These were at Bracora, on the Morth shore just East of the islands; ar Swordlands, about halfway along
the North shore of the loch; and at Mecoble, about two-thirds of the way along the South shore.

Cameras wsed included a Mewman Sinclair 35 mm. cine camera; a 35 mme still camera with 36-inch
lens; and two Bolex 16 mm, cine cameras.  The sites were manned by voluntesrs working for anything
from a few hours to a week at a time. Except when prevented by shortage of manpower or equipment,
or by extremely inclemeni weather, waich was maintained from 3—6 a.m. uniil .30 or 10 pm. daily.

Despite a very high standard of perseverance amd effort, no film was obtained of the phenomena,
and no sightings were made from any of the camera sites.

One interesting visual sighting was obtained by two members whoe undertook a night drift in the
Survey boat, and this is included under “Sightings.”

During the Survey, photographs of the loch bed were taken by Professor Robert Rines and a team
from the Academy of Applied Science, Massachusetts, A stroboscopic camera was used, of the type supplied
to the Couosteau expeditions.  Excellent colour pictures were obtained, giving a range of at least §0 feer.
Members of the Survey alse carried out preliminary depth sounding trials with senar equipment loaned by
the Loch Ness Investigation.

SIGHTINGS

Before listing the evewitness evidence obtained since the 1970 Report was published, it may be useful
to summarize the information given in that Report.

The 1970 Report listed 27 evewitness accounts describing or indicating the presence of a large aquatic
beast in Loch Morar, The first was dated January 1887 and the last September 19700 Two thirds of the
incidents had taken place within the past six vears,

The reports tallied closely with descriptions of the Loch MNess monster, falling into the same four
basic categories: (@) small head on long neck (5) single “upturned boat™ type of hump (c) several humps
() water disturbance. Maximum overall length was 40 feet.  Colours varied from grevish/ greenish brown
to dark or black.

High speeds creating & large wash were reported, as well as a slow cruiging motion. Several underwater
sightings were recorded, made possible by the unusual clanity of the Morar water.

Witnesses included both local people and regular visitors.  All were familiar with conditions at the
loch. Two of the stories were still unconfirmed, but the remaining 25 had passed the Survey's evaluation

test, A full description of the evalwation methods and additional background information were included
in the Report.

1971 Resulis

Eight new accounts have been received since the 1970 Report was completed.  Dates are 1931,
1958, 1964, 1970 (2) and 1971 (3}, In addition, further frst hand evidence has been received concerning a
report dated 1934 which was included as no. 5 of the 1970 Report.

We have besn unable to obtain fiest hand confirmation of the two unconfirmed storses included as
nos, 19 and 27 in the 1970 Report and these have therefore been deleted from the record for the time being,
leaving the iodal number of reports accepied by the Survey at 33.

A chart showing these 33 accounts in their date order and with new serial numbers s opposite.
Summaries of new evidence received during the past twelve months are as follows.

I CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOLUS ACCOUNT

1934 Charlic MacDonald (Mo 5 of 1970

In a letter to E.M.C. Mr. MacDonald, now retired and living in Perthshire, confirmed this sighting.
There are two discrepancies (not surprising as the reports are 40 years apart and the first was recorded by
Father Cyril Dicckhoff and not Mr. MacDonald himselly,  Mr. MacDonald states the head and neck were
eight feet in length (longer than in the first report) and that he was in a small boat, not on land as Father
Cyril thought. The neck was one foot in diameter, head eel-like but more square in shape, colour black,
range 40—30 yards. The sighting lasted approximately one minute,

II NEW ACCOUNTS

{a) September 1931—The Rt. Hon, Lord Glendevon, P.C. (then Lord John Hope),

Lord Glendevon 15 a former Under Secretary of State for Scotland and has known the Highlands
all his life. In a written statement he recorded an experience which took place when he was aged 19 and a
guest of Sic Berkeley Sheffield, at that time owner of the Meoble Estate.

4
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Together with his twin brother, Mr. John Sheffield and a ghillic, he was fishing from a boat near
Meoble, He was using a fairly long trout red with a metal spinner as bait.  He states: “Suddenly something
took the line which was heavier than I have experienced before or since.  The line was taken directly
downwards at such a pace that it would have been madness to try and stop it with my fingers. In a very
few seconds the whole ling including the backing had gone and the end of the rod broke. Whatever the
animal was, its enormous weight had prevented me from being able to lift up the rod at all.

“I was fairly frightened during the experience as 1 could not believe that anything could be so
appallingly heavy, | may say that I have landed a 76 Ib. mahscer in India. 1t is true that on that occasion
I was fishing with the equivalent of a salmon rod but, allowing for that, T believe that whatever took me in
Loch Morar was something much heavier than that.”

Lord Glendevon records that the ghillie’s reaction was to take the incident very seriously and suggest
that they had better go home.

ih) Seplember 1958—Dr, George R, Cooper, FRS.AL, FLAL

Dr. Cooper is a distinguished scientist, author, painter and photographer.  After reading Press
reports of the 1970 Survey he wrote giving information about the following im:igcm.

Dr. Cooper was staying with his family at Morar, and on this particular morning was sketching the
loch from a point on the north shore near the mouth of Allt an Loin, almost opposite Eilean Ban, the
westernmast i<land,  The surface of the loch was fairly smooth with cccasioenal dritts of aic under 3 m.p.h.
coming from the west,

As he sketched from 10.30 a.m. to 12,30 p.m., he was aware of what he took (o be a submerged log
drifting very slowly westwards, Tt had been near the headland when first seen and gradually described a
flattened § course, drifting inside the island.  After about half an hour he became sufficiently aware of it
to anclude it in his sketch.

The object passed between the shore and the island i & range of about 30 yards from the Coopers.
When it was about midway with the island Dr, Cooper looked up to find that it had vanished—"one minute
it was there, the next it was not.”®  His 15 year old daughter Susan said that she had seen it go down with a
awirl of water.

(1]
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Unflertumately Mr. Gillies” telescope was away being mended, but he went indoors for his camera
and ook two photographs from an wpstairs window,  Shortly afterwards the creature lowered s head,
the whole body straightehed our, and it sank straight down.  Mr, Gillies estimated that from the time his
som first sww it 1o the tfee it submerged would have been about eight minuotes.

Mr. Gillies had little hope that the photegraphs would show anything and had not bothered to have
them developed.  He willingly handed them over to the Survey however,  When they were developed they
were ind of little value, The loch appeared as a very distant, narrow strip of dark war reflectng the
hills pppoftie.  Against this background and at than distance, a dark objeet could not hgve be.  aistinguished.
But there did appear a faint pale sireak indicating a paich of disturbed water consistent with a large object
having broken surface a1 that point, and this to a rrained ohserver woubd bear out Mr. Gillies™ story though
it certamly proves nothing.

ig) Angusi 8Bih 1971 —Sween MacDonald,

{For 18 vears boatman to the Meoble estate. Mo previous sightings of anything unusual on the
loch.  Formerly sceptical of other reports). )

Time 4 pom.  Wearher: Rain just stopped.  Swrface: Flat glass calm in Meoble Bay i the period
before the wind veered from 5. to S.W.

Coming oul of the Meohle Bay boathouse where he had been working, Mr, MacDonald saw a small
disturbance on the surface of the water, 25 1o 30 vards from the end of the jetty.  He thought at first o
might be two of three salmon playing. or a duck having caught a fish under water.  As he waiched, some
obyect moved away, barely breaking the surface, and making a white wash as it travelled.  He could hear
the swish of the water thrown aside as it moved. Speed estimated at 10 knots.  The shape of the front
of the wash suggested to him that it was being made by a Blunt-ended object: it was bigger. faster and quite
different from the sharp-feomted ¥ wake sometimes left by salmon. with which he was very familiar, The
wake followed 8 zig-zag course, moving first to the left, then turning to the right. then turning aguin and
keeping straight on for about 200 yards before he lost sight of i (Verbal report to EM.C. and Allan
Frake)

(h) August 10th 1971— lan Johnson, B.5e. (biologist) and Ronald Binns, B.A.
(Survey members amnd expenenced both ai Loch MNess and Loch Morar).

Time: 1145 p.m. Wearher: clear. Tull moon obscured by clouds. No rain or wind.  Seefece:
Flat calm. A sighting report was filled in the following day.

The two men were proceeding 1o a pight drift in the Survey boat, a Zodiac inflatable.  Just alter
passing through the main channel between the mainland and the easternmost island, both men noticed a
wake travelling parallel with their boat at a distance of about 10 yards to port,  The Zodiac was travelling
at full throfile, a known speed of |5 knots, and from this they estimated the speed of the wake 10 be
approximately 12 knots, The wake was vividly defined against the black water and they could see nothing
to meeount Tor it. . From the angle at which they saw it sitting in the boat, it appeared almost lincar in
appearance {unlike the broad V-shape of a duck’s wake). Tan Johnson compared it to the wake crealed
by a small sailing dinghy in a Force 2 wind. They watched it for about 10 seconds as their boat overhauled
it. and then swerved the boat towards it.  Their own wake then merged with it, and in the darkness and
confused loch surface they lost sight of the other wake.

They circled the area looking to see if there was anything (o account for the phenomenon but saw
nothing more.  lan Johnson considered that the wake was caused by a relatively Tast moving submerged
animal but that he did not have sufficient experience ol the loch to give an opinion as to whether or not it
could have been caused by a known inhabitant of the loch,

The abave descriptions {sightings g and h) were submitied to the Scottish headquarters of the Mature
Conservancy For comment, but it was stated in reply that whereas several alternative explanations might be
suggested, it was not possible to give a definite opinion, and it was thought to be extremely unscientific to
try and hazard a guess of the cause in either of these incidents,

Since the witnesses in both cases were experienced and relinble—and in the case of Sween MacDonald,
the incident was sufficiently impressive to change him from a sceptic of 18 vears” standing to a believer in the
existence of some large creature inhabiting the loch—both incidents have been accepted for inclusion in
the Survey*s record bl sighting reports. It is worth noting that the maximum speed of an otter is said to be
67 moph (5—6 knotsk  (C. 1. Harris, Crters, Weidenleld and Nicolson, 196E).

Conclusion

The occurrence of five sightings in the period covered by this report (the 14 months from October
970 ter December 19713 would appear 10 be normal. There has certainly been no suspicious upsurge of
reports such as was forecast by sceptics when the Survey’s 1970 report was published.  The lour reports
by Morar résidenty were given willingly to the Survey. but only after the witnesses had been approached
and asked 1o give svidence; in no case did they approach the Survey virluntarily.

It is considéred that the number, nature and manner of preseatation of these reports confirms the
pattern established previously, and ¢orroborates the evidence which other witnesses have given. The
reports do not add any significant new information.

The Survew records its appreciation to these witnesses, and 10 Lord Glendevon, Dr. Cooper, Mr.
Charles MacDonald and Mr. and Mrs, Patmore, for their co-operation.
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Unforipmately Mr. Gillies” telescope was away being mended, but he went indoors for his camera
and ook iwo photographs from an upstars window,  Shortly afterwards the creature lowered 1is head,
the while body straightehed out, and it sank straight down.  Mr, Gillies esumated thar from the time his
som first sww ot 1o the ofee it submerged would have been about eight minutes.

Mr. Gillies had little hope that the photegraphs would show anything and had not bothered to have
them developed, He willingly handed them over to the Survey however, When they were developed they
were imd of little value.  The loch appeared as a very distant, narrow strip of dark wat reflecting the
hills oppodtte.  Against this background and at that distance, a dark objeet could not hpve be.  Jistinguished.
Rut there did appear & faint pale streak indicating a patch of disturbed water consistent with a large object
having broken surface ai that point, and this to a trained observer woubd bear out Mr. Gillies™ story though
it certmnly proves nothing.

(g} Anpgusi Bth 1971 —Sween MacDonald,

(For 18 years boutman to the Meoble estate.  No previous sightings of anything unusual on the
loch.  Formerly sceptical of other reports). )

Time 4 pom.  Weather: Rain just stopped.  Sweface: Flat gluss calm in Meoble Bay in the period
before the wind veered from 5. to S.W.

Coming oul of the Meoble Bay boathouse where he had been working, Mr, MacDonald saw a small
disturbance on the surface of the water, 25 to 30 vards from the end of the jetty.  He thought at first it
might be two or three salmon playing. or a duck having caught a fish under water.  As he watched, some
obyect moved away, barely breaking the surface, and making a white waszh as i1 travelled,  He could hear
the swizh of the water thrown aside as it moved.  Speed estimated at 10 knots.  The shape of the fromt
of the wash suggested to him that it was being made by a blunt-ended ehiect: it was bigger., faster and quite
different from the sharp-lronted ¥V wake sometimes left by salmon, with which he was very familiar, The
wake followed 8 zig-zag course, moving first 1o the left, then turning to the right. then turning again and
keeping straight on Tor about 200 yards before he lost sight of i (Verbal report o EMAC. and Allan
Frake).

(h) Angust 10th 1971— lan Johnson, B.5e. (biologist) and Ronald Binns, B.A.
(Survey members and experienced both at Loch Mess and Loch Merar),

Times 1145 p.m. Wearher: clear, Tull moon obscured by clouds. Mo rain or wind.  Swecfece:
Flat calm. A sighting report was filled in the following day.

The two men were procesding (o a night drift in the Survey boat, a Zodiac inflatable.  Just after
passing through the main channel between the mainland and the easternmost island, both men noticed a
wake travelling paralle]l with their boat at a distance of about 10 yards to port,  The Zodiac was travelling
at full throttle. a known speed of 15 knots, amd from this they estimated the spesd of the wake 1o be
approximately 12 knots,  The wake was vividly defined against the black water and they could see nothing
to mocount for it From the angle at which they saw it, sitting in the boat, it appeared almost linear in
appearance {unlike the broad V-shape of & duck’s wake). lan Johnson compared 1t to the wake created
hy @ small sailing dinghy in a Force 2 wind. They watched it for about 10 seconds as their boat overhauled
it, and then swerved the bout towards it,  Their own wake then merged with it amnd in the diarkness and
confused loch surface they lost sight of the other wake,

They circled the area looking to see if there was anything 10 account for the phenomenon but saw
nothing more.  lan Johnson considered that the wake was caused by a relatively Tast moving submerged
animal but that he $fd not have sufficient experience of the loch 1o give an opinion as to whether or not it
could have been caused by a known inhabitant of the loch.

The above descriptions (sightings g and h) were submitted 1o the Scottish headquarters of the Mature
Conservancy for comment, but it was stated in reply that whereas several alternative explanations might be
suggested, it was not possible to give a definite opinion, and it was thought to be extremely unscientific 1o
try and hazard a guess of the cause in either of these incidents.

Since the witnesses in both cases were experienced and relinble—and in the case of Sween MacDonald,
the incident was sufficiently impressive to change him from a sceptic of 18 vears” standing to o believer in the
existence of some large creature inhabiting the loch—both incidents have been accepied for inclusion m
the Survey™s record bf sighting reports. 1t is worth noting that the maximum speed of an otter is said to be
67 mop.h. (5—6 knots). (C. 1. Harris, Ohters, Weidenleld and Nicolson, 1968)

Conclusion

The occurrence of five sightings in the period covered by this report (the 14 months from October
1970 te December 19710 would appear to be normal. - There has certuinly begn no suspicious upsurge of
reports such as was forecast by sceptics when the Survey's 1970 report was published.  The lour reports
by Morar résidenty were given willingly to the Survey. but only after the witnesses had been approached
and asked to give svidence; in no case did they approach the Survey voluntarily.

It is considérad that the aumber, nature and manner of presentation of these reports confirms the
pattern established previously, and corroborates the evidence which other witnesses have given. The
reports do not add any significant new information.

The Survey records ils appreciation to these witnesses, and 1o Lord Glendevon, Dr. Cooper, Mr.
Charles MacDongld and Mr. and Mrs, Patmaore, for their co-operation.
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